Joy white is to be named 2011 honored elder of the year
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Pawnee, Okla., Sept. 6, 2011 -- Joy White is a proud member of
the Pawnee Nation. She resides in Bartlesville, Okla. and will be
named the 2011 Honored Elder of the Year by the Oklahoma
Indian Summer (OIS) organization. OIS will celebrate its 24th
annual festival on Sept. 15-17, 2011 at the Bartlesville
Community Center located at the corner of Adams and Cherokee
in downtown Bartlesville, Okla. The festival executive committee
invites everyone to join them for this family-friendly American

Indian cultural exchange.

Chairman of the Executive Board Dee Ketchum says that he and the 2011 OIS Board are proud
to honor White, longtime community and Indian Summer participant, as OIS’s Elder of the year.

“Joy was chosen not only because of her service to the Indian communities but also her service
and loyalty to Indian Summer,” Ketchum said. “She is highly respected in both of those areas
and is a very traditional lady and we’re very pleased that she has accepted this honor.”

Well-known American Indian and Western artists with a variety of styles compete for the top
prize in the art show and sale. Younger artists compete in a youth art competition. Visitors can
also find youth and adult Powwows with competitive and non-competitive dancing,
demonstrations, horse painting, storytelling, as well as craft and food vendors on site.

The Powwows held Friday and Saturday offer a variety of special interest dances and contests.
A guide to the dances and schedule is available at the information booth in the Community
Center. White will be honored during the Powwow scheduled on Sept. 16 with an honor dance
and shawl.

“l have watched Joy give to the community for many years,” said Jenifer Pechonick, festival
coordinator. “I am proud that we are able to honor her in this way.”



For more information or to volunteer, contact Pechonick at (918) 331-0934. Artist, vendor or
concessionaire information is also available upon request. A complete schedule of events is
available at www.okindiansummer.
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