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Pawnee Nation acquires buildingntendedfor future site ofcultural center

Lynn Mennem, President of Pawnee Historical

President George Howell signs itieed forthe and Cultural Museum, Inc., Morris McKill, Board
AiBerry Buildingo Member, and President Howell discuss final
details

Pawnee, Okl@. October Z, 2008 Thursday, 6llowing several monthof negotiations and
competitive bidding the Pawnee Nation finalized closing matters and signed the deed to the
ABerry Buil di ng o0 atéh7 Harrsdn,anddowntowraweaee.l ent | vy

The Previous owner, Everett Berry, invested in extensive renogsdtarpen the old building as
a museum site. Berry was funding the renovations in order to establish a key location for the
Pawnee Nation to create a museum and art gall
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AThe Pawnee Tri be weereothehbayerfjiurnt s twe cagldVilen t ,t0her e
Howell who becamé&iendswith Berryin 1990 A Hi s ul t i mat e omgeaaylthe was t
[Pawnee]Tribe would be owners of the builditgcaus¢hat was his dreapand after all these

years iitsthHe nRdwryee Tribeds hands. 0

Howell described Berry as an avid collector of art by local Pawnee artists. He said Berry
purchased as much art as he could and had commissioned a few artists fo¥VineniBerry had
finished with renovations to the buildifigvas immediately put to use as an art gallery and
hosted art shows. The establishment of the Pawnee HistandalulturaMuseum, Incsoon
followed. Howell was asked to join as a board memfjBerry] wanted to make Pawnee the
Santa Fe oHow@llsdida homa, 0

AWedbre all pleased the Tribe has acquired it
become useful and active, o0 said Lynn Mennem,
Museum, Inc.

The Pawnee Natioalready has plans uadvay to put the building to full use by housing at least
three programs in the building including, Repatriation, Education, and Planning.

A[ The building] [is] going to be a center of
George Howell, PawneeuBiness Council, who signed the deed.

i B a s i[theablilding]will be a teaching tool for our students in the local public school

system, by that | mean all students, Indianandlnendi an, 06 sai d Mur i al Robe
Nation Indian Community DevelopmeBuilding Grant Coordinator. Robedeaux has been

developing building specifications to best utilize the building to provide a cultural and

educational facility for the benefit of the Nation and the city.

Front view of the newly acquidewo stories building in downtown Pawndehoto by Pawnee Nation Planning
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